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In the Literary World

Something About Bools, the Men Who Write Boolis, and Other Matters

Concerning the Literary Profession
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Blank blows seven smoke
each other, and follows the exhibit by blow-
ing seven smoke rings linked together like
a chain.”

But not all the prodigies found in
California. A Pennsylvania author is spok-
on of in this way by her publishers:

““Mrs. the au

and the creator of good old Dr. - -
is equaled by her success as a floriculturist.
Much has been written of her love of flow-
ers, but not of the humane and practical
use to which sha has devoted It. As some
one has sald, "She has but to touch a plant
to make it live,' and the result is a house
and garden overflowing with blooming
plants, including even such difficult ex-
ments as a fig tree.”” The point is that
rs. sells flowers and gives the
money to charity, as Walt Whitman sold
his autograph (see publisher's note about
& conversation once held with the poet by
Mr. W : , whose works Blank
& Co. are Issuing In a special edition).

This exhibit of shrinking authors would
not be complete without including mention
of & Western writer who has spent some
months abroad. Does he know that the
country is in possession of the facts here
related? The publishers declare:

“Mr. —  again the author of a
notable suocess, of which RBlank & Co. are
selling repeated editions, recently made the
ascent of Vesuvius, and had rather a dan-

erous experience. Accompanield by his

mily, nine guides, and a caterer, Mr. - -
neared the rim of the crater, when a show-
er of stones, many of them as large as =a
derby hat, felr all around him. He sald
that the mountain itself was not more
active than he was, as he hurriedly left,
leaving his cap behind, which was later
secured by one of the guldes,”™ This
fs, perhaps, the most perfect example
known of the combination of the narrative,
the anecdotal, and the desacriptive The

are

SUCCesSs AS thor of
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nine guldes, the caterer, Vesuvius breaking |
an- |

forth into applause of the aunthor of
other notable success, the author's modest
misapprehension of the mountain’'s motive,
his precipitate flight, the loss of the cap,
and the Intrepidity of one of the nine
guides—all these elements combine to fix
this writer firmly in our minds. It is sklill-

ful advertising, but is it news?

Worse Than a Bookworm.

New York Press,

One of our "llterary
a faded, dog-eared, finger-
printed old book more than any other thing

much distress,
volumes, which

Hghts'" who loves

moth-eaten,

upon earth was recently in
In a library of
he was thirty getting together,
weére many such friends. He held them In
reverence. Blindfolded, he could open them
at any page lay his hand upon any
desired passage, One fatal day—about n
month before Christmas—a rich young mar-
ried couple spent the evening with him and
his family., and being left alone for a few
minutes in the lthrary, concocted a terrible
conspiracy. “What a horrible mess his
books are in,"” whispered the wife. "“"Dear,
why don’'t you take down = list of all these
rubblishy volumes and send him an entirely
new set as a Christumas present. We can

bribe the servant to make the substitution
some night when the family are at the
theater.”” “Ah! Happy thought! Splendid
fdea! I've been wondering what we should

ive him." he generous fellow zmiled de-
ft{htfull_\'.

Briefly: The names of some thirty-five
serorn-out’” volumes were obtained hur-
riedly—the worst looking in the lot—and in
due time brand new duplicates, in rich
bindings were placed upon the shelves by
the faithful and devoted maid-of-all-work.
The “rubbish’’ was turned over to a gecond-
Band book dealer in the vicinity at a price
to be named by him when he had time after
the holldays to appraise |(t. teaders and
authors must imagine the scene that was
enacted when the startling discovery was
made by our literary light that his preclous
books had mysteriously di=appeared
and in their places were ““things’” with
stiff backs and immaculate leaves, It is
not In me to describe [t by words
cannot do full justice, When the generous
couple called on Christmas day to find joy
they stumbled upon o ]

some 5,000

years in

and
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tragedy The maid
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tectives were out searching for . 8@
hand dealer, who was making holiday
After a profound and
our literary light, sadily
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friends far more |
to fnr‘_f\'d’ 2 palr of st
youth and inexperience vou. As-
sist me In finding my ind vou
shall be absolved On the following day
the dealer appeared of his own accord to
inquire if some odd mistake had not been
made. He had looked the books and
recognized several that he himself had sold
years before io our His y light Perhaps
someone had stolen them from the i
Explanations followed books wers
turned, the maid was rewarded r
generous couple received a {
with a mild lecture on book lo
Moral: Never trust a friend
alone in your llbrary.
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An Indiann Literary Magazine.
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Weil oward Indianian in-
dependence of ¢ now anciert East Let
us wish Indlanapolis
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exXpression of ve family circle of
State talent ar They there
e of the most charming and delightful of
poets, whether hs the moods of
Benjamin F. Johnson HBoone, or of his
.
v

Hterary

the

have

qually gracious and benign personality
vithout the adventitious life of dilalect
Not that Mr. Rileyv's dialect can for a mo-
ment conceal hi= lovely poetic gift., whieh
also Incl Hight and tender fancy that
adorns whatever it touches, and a singing
quality rare to-day in America or Eng-
land. He is a singer of the hest emotions
of the heart, and it is, perhaps, owing to
that trait that he so seldom appears In
the pretentious magazines, where words go
without heart and often, alas!
head. There is great need of hi
ing in the current verse of
when It Is so exquititely expressed by
James Whitcomb Riley, it is heartily wel-
comed by the peaple, who Iin the long run
determine the place of all writers who are
too esoteric. To some, scholars and
philosophers only will give heed.
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Magnazines, Old and New.

Philadelphia Record.
The contrast between the American
of Afty vears ago
80 marked that it

most careless reader,

mag-
azines of,

day i=

and those Lo~

will impress the
Take a bound volume
of Putnam's Magazine from the shelves of

a public library, free it from its laver of
dust, turn its and lo!
vou are confronted with some of the most
famous nameg in the lterature of the
ninteenth century. Contrast this treasury
of wit, humor, pathos and sentiment—em-
bodled in the clearest of English prose, in
the most musical English verse—with
the current number of a magazine of
day, and the unfavorabie gulf set between
the two perfods will at be apparent,
The great of literature have given
place to those of men and women who have
gained a passing
or bad fortune

A successful Wall-street broker is travel-
ing for health and pleasure, and in a
monutainous country of eastern Europe is
captured by bandits, The bandits, In
& businesslike manner, demand $50.000 as
ransom; otherwise the American traveler
will return to his sorrowing family and
friends minus his ears. Negotiations are
with the outlaws, and after
during which the broker's

are constantly threatened,
pald, and he returns in an
unmutilated condition to his office in Wall
strect. But his adventures have made him
a4 famous man, and magazine editors are
clamorous In their demands that he shall
tell the story of his capture and retention
by the bandits In hils own way. Thelr
ordinary rates of pavment shall not stand
in the way of this much-desired contribu-
tion; the manuscript, If accompanied by
photographs of his eminent ears, will be
pald for at his own valuntion.

The Wall-street broker, bLeing a man of
business, {f not a man of letters, writes
the desired article or series of articles,
and receives In return a check that satisfles
even his own conception of the wvalue of
his work. HIis eminent ears are photo-
engraved for the public edification, and all
that can possibly be made known of his
perilous adventures are given to the walit-
ing world., The result is double-distilled
dullness, presented in the most unattractive
form, and without the slightest natural or
acquired literary aptitude. But the editor
believes that he has satisfled the curiosity
of the readers of the magazine of which
he has control; from his point of view, the
lasting wvalue of the article for which he
pald so high a price not enter into
the question. And when the eminent ears
of the Wall-street broker have ceased to
interest a fickle public, the frost-bitten
nose of an Arctic explorer may be used as
a substitute.

There can be no doubt that a famous or
notoricous name adds a seeming importance
and weight to a magazine article, however
lacking it may be in Interest or attractive-
ness of trentment; anidd a contribution
which on ts intrinsic merits would be
rejected is published if It bears the name
of some celebrity of the hour. Of course,
readers are primarily to blame for this
state of things. They yearn for names
with which they are famillar, and the
editors of popular magnzines endeavor to
sutisfy them as a nmiere matter of business,
The question of literary culture is not con-
sgldered either in the editorial rooms or by
the purchasgers of the periodicals of to-day.
And it must be admitted that the voice of
a forghorn carries farther than the most
dulcet notes of Pan's pipes.
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Some Booklore,

New York Commercinal Advertiser.

The first book printed in English Amer-
ica was the Bay Psalm Book. It was (s-
sued from the press of Stephen Dave, at
Cambridge, in 1640, and decidedly
good piece of work, who has never
the ten coplies of the first edl-
tion known 1o be extant may judege from a
facsimile reprint Dodd, Mead
and Company, introduction
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dolll\s

are

An’ "at ahe is the teacher, you see;

-

L;‘\;_‘ She sets ‘'em all up in a row, an’ she

hollers .
“Si<-lunce!’ as cross as can be!

Nen, 'C-a-t, cat,”

she says; "R-a-t, rat,’

she says—

“Chil'ren, you're not'h avin' well;

she says-

B-a-t, bat,”” she says~"Can’t you spe!ll

L RL

that?

An' that's how they learn to spell.

("Cause Dorothy started to school, this spring

She's learnt how to cut paper flowers, an’ sing:

An' she can spell-Oh, ‘ist anyfing! —

Her mamma told mine she could.

An' | s'pose that is the reason why

Her dollies can learn so fast, "cause, my !

She says "at they're "ist as nice as pie,

‘Cause they can all spell so good!)

Nen, baby,

nigh,” 1 sing -~

o B’..

bye!™

An® Madeline's dollies Know how to dance,
‘Cause Madeline showed me how -

Once when we're all visitin” at her aunt’s
She males ‘"em march and bow;

Nen, “"One —two —an” free!

can be,’

“"This is the way» to turn
“Now, chil'ren, see!"” she saya; “"Do it like me,’
she says -

An' that's how her dollies learn.

("Cause Madeline goes 1o a dancin’ class;

She says that the floor there’s as smoove as glass;

She can two-step an’' waltz jus’ as fas™ as fas’
With the other little girls.

An' that's why her dollies can dance 50 fine—

When she stan’s "em up straight in a even line

Against the wall-an’ nen grabs all nine,

An' whirls, an' whirls, an’ whirls!) i

An' none of my dollies can’t

but love,

The way | teached "em to,

When I put "em to bed, at a quar-

ter of

Eight o'clock, lilke 1 always do,

I sing; .""Mamma is

“An’ not one 1i'l dollie mus’ peep,

““Not one mus’ cry,” | sing; “Shut every eye!™ 1

sing —

That's how I love 'em to sleep!

(*Cause, ‘'course you see, why I'm can’t spell,

An' ]l never learned to dance ve'y well -

I tried to, once, an' 1 slipped an’ fell,
At the “"Children’'s Chrismuss Ball.”

But my Mamma says, “She's the lovin'est mite,

"She can Kiss so hard, an’ hug so tight! "

So I love my dollies to sleep at night—

An’' mine are the bestus of all!)

cently contributed to The Author a curious
defense of ‘“‘ghosting.”” He puts the whole
question on a practical basis. A popular
author, he argues, must elther content him-
self with a comparatively small amount of
work, turning profitable offers away, or,
having agreed to do more than he is able
properly to do, he must “scamp’” things
Therefore he s justified in falling back
upon a ‘“‘ghost.’”” Proceeding from this
beautiful assumption, “"Proxy"' relates some
of his own experiences. “For the first long
story | ‘ghosted,” " he says, 1 recelved
£2 168 a thousand words all the way
through, oné-third of the total amount be-
ing paid to me before I had written a line:
one-third when I had completed about one-
half of the story;, one-third on the day 1|
delivered the MS. complete.” Are we
touched by these figures? Perhaps not, but
let “FProxy’' continue his tale. "Now sup-
posing,”” he says, “that 1 had written that
glory on the chance of its being accepted
by some newspaper, =ome syndicate, or
gome publisher, what would have hap-
pened? In the first place, 1 should have
worked hard for four whole- months with-
out receiving s single shilling,”” and 8o on
and so on, his plaint leading up to a burst
of enthusiasm over *“‘the well-known writer
who farms out his work.'” that hero strik-
ing him "as a sort of heaven-sent being,
and not, as some appear to consider him, a
species of Impostor.”

A Disconraged Thackeray.

I'm in low spirite about the Newcomes.
It's not good., It's stupid. It haunts me
like a great =stupid ghost. 1 think it
why do you go on writing this rubbish? You
are old, you have no more invention, ete,
Write scher books, books, of history, leave
novels to younger folks You half of
my life i= grumbling; and lecturing or nov-
el-writing or sentimentalizing I am never
content.—From Letters, in The Century
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Traveling in the Czar’'s Dominions

Col. W. R. Holloway, Ex-Consul General to St. Petersbu-g, An-

swers Some Questions on the Subj=ct

these
nearly

days of much travel
all Americans abroad
sooner or later, but most of them
follow the beaten line of
pean travel—a line which does not

It iIs

B0

take them into Russia.
al tourist

the l‘x(‘l“-fifln-

Czar—some one who has a special mission,

| Journalistic, lHterary or political; or who is

a linquist and not barred by the limita-
tions of speech, or whose wealth or officlal
standing or =ocial connections glve him the
entree Lo exclusive circles, The ordinary
traveler fights rather shy of Russia., He
has heard such a number of stories about
it—many of which, presumably, are *“‘not
s0'"—that iz, in truth, afrald to venture
He has vague visions of
heing shadowed by government police as a
susgpicious stranger and of innocently get-
ting Into tolls from which it might be diffi-
cult to extricate himself. Besides | he
Knows little about the details of life
there. He may be thoroughly posted on the
history ol country, not know
find
enough in

he

into the country.

20
the and
whether he can English-spraking peo-
ple numerous St. Petersburg
or Moscow to enable him to make his wants
known and to make his about with
case. Alsgo, he is likely im-
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| and if there are no good hotels except those

frequented by the wealthy class It i1s to
must go
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W K.

Rus-
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possgibilities of
having come up recently,
Holloway, whose residencs there
«ix years in St. Petersburg as consul
general of the United States makes him an
authority, was appealed to informa-

us=sion

for
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The questions were put to him, “How does

| the casual tourist fare who goes into Rus-

acquaintance or letters of in-
troduction, and with none too much money,
can he find comfortable gquarters at

rate prices?’
“TThe tourist will get
fussia ¢ in any other

1ind customs of

sia without

along as well in
country with the
which he = un-
Holloway. ““There
tu=sia,

lied Colonel

pli
thing as
Kknow Lhat an Impression 1to
prevaiis, due, doubtless, to thi
e traveler must have a pass-
traveler m have a passport
Russia, and he must produce
he =tops over night, to have
the officials. This means mere-
give his passport to ths
jotel wher W o
the formalities and hay
for him when he re-
No restrictions are
veler s movement
hich he is
countries, ind
Jews are
i it is frequentls he that
into the country by represenling
aTe of other nationalit
it the police are asaured that
Lhe w=, however, they are immeoedi-
atelv sent to the frontier
'i.': ' American or English man
an will Nnd comparatively few English-
ipeaking peopie in Russia, There are about
20 Englishmen and Americans in th«
ountry. largely engaged in manufacturing
enterprises, The porters at all the hotels
of importance speak a little English, and
uld vewhere who
can =peak Engllsh, consequently the trav-
cler experiences no difficulties in this respect
ather than those he meets with in France,
Germany,
“Sightseers

eEplonage In

11t
uss
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subjected In
Russia is
Jews
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Oor

wioom-

el

can readily gain admission
to all public bulldings, art galleries, oel«
The only place that a ticket 15 needed is
the Winter Palace at St. Petersburg, and
a ticket to that can be procured through

your consul general or ambassader., Thers
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Mme. Yale’s Hair Tonic

MME. YALE'S HAIR TONIC fs n
article, absolutely relinbile ®or curing
and scaly affections Ve sell more o
than we can estimate at short

Three sizes, 5c¢, 5oc, $1.00, our

21c, 43¢ and 83¢
Mme. Yale's Beau iiyity Remedics

MME. YALE'S SKIN FOQOID» for
the skin and obliterating wrinkies,
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MME. YALE'S ALMOND BLOSSOM COM-
PLEXION CREAM for cleansing, heuling
enhancing and preserving beauty. noth-
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MME. YALE'S BLUSH OF YOUTH for
softening the expression—it tones the
facial nerves, gives pllancy to the museles

and elasticity to the zkin. .
$2.49
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MME. YALE'S LA FRECKILA., a spocly re-
lief for =un freckies. It completely
literates them from the skin, |
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Petersburg that the traveler should visit,
Among them are the Winter Palace, the
large gallery, the Hermitage, the best gal-
lery in Europe; the St. [saars and Kazan
Cathedral: the Alexandraneosky Monastery; |
the Alexander i1l Museum: the fu:ll'f*.!s]
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whers all the members of the im-
perial family are buried; the original
house in which Peter the Great lived while
butiding St. Petersburg; the drive on the
islands, which is one of of the linest in the
the imperial poreelain factory:
Peterhoff, where the summer palaces of
the Czar are located, and Tasarskoe Selo and
Provost, thirteen miles across the Gulf of
Finland, where there are a number of pal-
aces of the imperial family, the grounds
and surroundings of which are very beau-
tiful."
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as

$1.30, .

at St. Petersburg, and if women, traveling
alone, or In parties, ag they do in other

| )
do all tha

MME. YALF
GENEROSITY

SkinFood
Free

ANOTHER
WEEK

Y‘J.}i =

e V) monr

Mme Remedies
ing and
purchase of any of
unple size), value
ommendable and has met
me-

the Yale R
f this

aavaniage o
wetod are-

13-
rom

LMM] (&

M
true value of
i
much
an important
factor in obliterating f

MME. YALE'S REMEDIES

great number of years, and
prive constantly

w2e who use them, Mme. Yale
therefore her
We are pleased to

nomenal, is

woman's beauty,
ned for them.

patrons and frivngs

ORDERS

with the above offer hy glv-
imse of any of Mme, Yale's Remes

S VIOLET TALCU'M™

Price our price

21c
21¢
43¢

Do not suf-
Mme. Yale's
of them. Use

fnm.i-t? 2 lc

o -
T

"TALE'S COMPLEXION
'rice Do, our price fa
ALE'S COMPLEXION
Price Be¢, our price, .
YALE'S CORN CTRE
day with corns
makes gquick work
the comfort of
it price..

MM K

I anntlber

fimz Yale's Health Remedics

MME. YALE'S FRUIT CURA. a strength-
ening tonie for women, a cure for certain

orznnie allments. The wonderful cures

effecied by It testify to its great 217 ..
merit, Price §1.00, our price..... - 8'3‘-'
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parts of Europe, can get about without
trouble or annovance,

*“The length of time to be spent there
pends, of course, largely upon the traveler,"
he replied. It would require five or =six
weeks to see all of Interest there is to be
seen in and about 8t. Petersbiurg,. Women
are treated with every consideration and
are subjected to no annovances, and [ be-
Heve there are more womaen touristis than
men, Many of them, fsome traveling alone,
others in small parties, spag d =everal weeks
there In the spring and summer, which ars
the best seasong to visit 8t Petershurg,
The Russian summers are perfectly delight-
ful and that is really the only season to
make a vigit there. To Nlustrate the case
with which women travel there, oy the way,
I recall two women went into Siberia,
giald upon their return that they
Joyed the trip Immensely '

“Doeg the tourist si
catching a glimpse of
bers of his family?”

“Yer,”" replied Colonel Holloway, “it is a
very common thing, ““The Czag
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States although it is true that
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“"Russians, of all classes, take lUfe in all
s I\h}i!-ah- Vviery 2erijous)y, concluded
Colonel Hollowa)y “They are not a light-
hearted people. On the contrary, they are ; .
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